How we think

Dewey John




Title: How we think

Author: Dewey John

This is an exact replica of a book. The book reprint was
manuallyimproved by a team of professionals, as opposed
to automatic/OCR processes used by some companies.
However, the book may still have imperfections such as
missing pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were
a part of the original text. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections which can not be
improved, and hope you will enjoy reading this book.

p— Book Renaissance

www.ren»books.com















HOW WE THINK® <%

BY

JOHN DEWEY

PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
D. C. HEAW&. CQOwm PUBLISHERS

BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO



COPYRIGHT, 1910,
By D. C. HratH & Co.

29

No 29 30

o ‘“,,\s'ﬁ L

4
4

656087



PREFACE

Our schools are troubled with a multiplication of
studies, each in turn having its own multiplication of
materials and principles. Our teachers find their tasks
made heavier in that they have come to deal with
pupils individually and not merely in mass. Unless
these steps in advance are to end in distraction, some
clew of unity, some principle that makes for simplifica-
tion, must be found. This book represents the con-
viction that the needed steadying and centralizing factor
is found in adopting as the end of endeavor that atti-
tude of mind, that habit of thought, which we call
scientific. This scientific attitude of mind might, con-
ceivably, be quite irrelevant to teaching children and
youth. But this book also represents the conviction
that such is not the case; that the native and unspoiled
attitude of childhood, marked by ardent curiosity, fertile
imagination, and love of experimental inquiry, is near,
very near, to the attitude of the scientific mind. If
these pages assist any to appreciate this kinship and to
consider seriously how its recognition in educational
practice would make for individual happiness and the
reduction of social waste, the book will amply have
served its purpose.

It is hardly necessary to enumerate the authors té{
whom I am indebted. My fundamental indebtedness

is to my wife, by whom the ideas of this book were
i
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inspired, and through whose work in connection with
the Laboratory School, existing in Chicago between
1896 and 1903, the ideas attained such concreteness
as comes from embodiment and testing in practice. It
is a pleasure, also, to acknowledge indebtedness to the
intelligence and sympathy of those who co6perated as
teachers and supervisors in the conduct of that school,
and especially to Mrs. Ella Flagg Young, then a col-
league in the University, and now Superintendent of
the Schools of Chicago.

New Yorx CITy, December, 1909.
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